Assessment of foetal welfare.
While the reduction in maternal and perinatal mortality remains a constant goal, the emphasis in modern obstetrics has shifted towards the assessment of foetal welfare in utero. However, if the clinician is to avoid ultimate confusion, he must temper the information which may be obtained from the numerous tests and techniques available with shrewd clinical judgement. In addition, in the current climate of economic audit, he must consider the cost of the investigations in pure monetary terms.